HA-276

Fristoe House
Grafton Shop Road
Forest Hill, MD 21050

This brick and stone home is located in Forest Hill between
Frogtown and High Point. The house bears a datestone of 1770
and the inscription '"H. Wilson." The house was of unusual
architectural design for this area, the larger brick unit having
had a pent roof, since replaced, and the smaller stone unit having
a rainbow roof. The house has been altered drastically, especially
on the interior. The spiral staircase which was originally
located in the center through hall was torn out during the full
scale unmodeling in 1938. Window sashes and door framing were
replaced and many fireplaces were closed ine.

It is believed that the H. Wilson whose name is inscribed
in this house's datestone, may be the Henry Wilson who was
active in the Nation's fight for independence. Henry Wilson
represented Harford County at Maryland's first Constitutional
Convention on November 27, 1776. He was a Quaker and both he
and his son, Henry, Jr. were active in the Revolutionary War.
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This home consists of two units and is located on a lane off Grafton Shop
Road in Forest Hill. The Brick and Stone house faces south.

The smaller stone unit, to the west, is one story high. One very small window
leads into the attic from the west gable end. That is the only access remaining
to this unit's attic. This section is three bays by two.

The uncoursed rubblestone has been whitewashed. Window sashes have been replaced
and are now one over one. A door is located on the east bay of both the north and
south facades.

The gable flank roof is covered with wood shingles. It is a rainbow roof; its
two slopes have a slight bulge or convex profile. A corbeled brick chimney is located
on the west inside gable end of the roof. This is a recent construction and is set
into an older, wider chimney.

There is no cellar under this unit. On the north facade the unit extends
several feet to the east to form an additional room. 4 door and window are located
on the east side and a frame shed covers the entrance.

Inside this unit, the western room is the kitchen. A large cooking fireplace
is located on the west wall. The opening was originally quite wide but new brick and
stone work has changed that completely. The thick walls are plastered. Floors
have tiles over them. Several beaded, board and batten doors are located in this
unit.

The brick unit of this home is two stories high and three bays by two. A
corbeled brick chimney is located at each inside gable end of the wood shingled
roof. This roof replaced the original pent roof in, approximately, 1938. The house
is built onto stone foundations.

The brick unit has also been whitewashed with a thick masonry paint. The paint,
chipping away in many areas, revealed the Flemish bond pattern on the principle
facade. There is a plain watertable. A four row, Flemish bond belt course divides
the first and second floors.

The main entrance to this unit is located in the center bay of the south facade.
A large eight panel door is present. 1\ four light transom is over this. A one-bay
entrance porch here has a shed roof. 'Jindows in this unit have been changed to one
over one sashes.

The house is laid out in a classic central through hall floor plan. The interior
of the home has been drastically remodeled. The owners seem to have a vpenchant
for shellacked knotty pine.

The fireplace in this unit's west room has been closed up and plastered over.
A glass pane was placed over an inscription in the brick fireplace so that the
date would still be visible. Inscribed on the brick is the following: H. Wilson
1770.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This brick and stone home is located in Forest Hill between Frogtown and
High Point. The house bears a datestone of 1770 and the inscription '"H. Wilson."
The house was of unusual architectural design for this area, the larger brick
unit having had a pent roof, since replaced, and the smaller stone unit having
a rainbow roof. The house has been altered drastically, especially on the
interior. The spiral staircase which was originally located in the center
through hall was torn out during the full scale unmodeling in 1938. Window
sashes and door framing were replaced and many fireplaces were closed in.

It is believed that the H, Wilson whose name is inscribed in this house's
datestone, may be the Henry Wilson who was active in the Nation's fight for
independence. Henry Wilson represented Harford County at Maryland's first
Constitutional Convention on November 27, 1776. He was a Quaker and both he
and his son, Henry, Jr. were active in the Revolutionary War.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _98.50 acres

Jennings and Herrick Map, 1858.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bounded on the East by Grafton Shop Road, on the North
by Ridgecroft Road, and on the South by the property of Henry F. Munnikhyusen.

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Susan M, Deeney, Field Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
LS Seuth Main Streest 8?8—6()00’ ext . 207
CITY OR TOWN STATE
_Rel Air Marviand 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Harvey J. Fristoe, deceased
98 .50 acres
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Description - - - continued

The knotty pine staircase, visible in this room replaced the original
spiral staircase which was torn out in the late 1930's.

The east room, now a bedroom was probably used as a parlor originally.
The closed-in fireplace on the east wall is quite wide-approximately seven
feet. The mantle has been removed and the entire surface is plastered over.
A door on the west wall leads to an area beneath the staircase where the back
entrance and the inside entrance to the cellar are also located.

The layout of rooms on the second floor has been altered. There were
probably only three rooms originally, but now, the second floor has been
chovped up into several small rooms. Several doors are pegged and many
H - L hinges are still present. Intrance to the attic is through a closet
in the west bedroom. A ladder must be used.

The basement under this unit has had the least amount of change. Fire-
place supports are vpresent. There is a plain stone support under the west
fireplace. On the east side there is a semi-elliptical suppvorting arch
with brick headers. An outside entrance to the basement is located on the
north bay of the east wall.
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Fristoe Home HA-276
Forest Hill, MD 21050
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